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   - During the COVID era, the FCC 
suspended most station inspections, 
but in April 2022 the Enforcement 
Bureau told field offices that they can 
resume random inspections. 
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A: Use the Alternative Broadcast Inspection Program. The ABIP 

program was established in 1996 by the FCC and various state 
broadcast associations to allow broadcast stations to identify 
and correct potential compliance gaps on their own. 
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How does ABIP work? 
 

* A station contracts with their state 
broadcasting association (in our case, the 
WBA) for an inspection. Costs are based on 
the type of station. 
 

 



WBA's Alternative Broadcast Inspection Program 

How does ABIP work? 
 

* WBA contacts the contract inspector. 
 
 
 
 

 



WBA's Alternative Broadcast Inspection Program 

How does ABIP work? 
 

* The inspector contacts the station, usually 
the chief engineer or chief operator, to set 
up an inspection date. There's a 150-day 
window from when the station signs the 
WBA contract and makes payment. 
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How does ABIP work? 
 

* The inspection occurs on the agreed-upon 
date. 
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How does ABIP work? 
 

* The inspector will attempt to help the Chief 
Operator correct any deficiencies while on 
site. 
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How does ABIP work? 
 

* If more time is needed, the station has 60 
days to correct problems. 
 
* IMPORTANT: The inspector does NOT 
inform the WBA or FCC of any issues! 
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How does ABIP work? 
 

* After deficiencies have been resolved, the 
station either requests a re-inspection on 
site ($), or electronically provides evidence 
to the inspector that issues are resolved. 
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How does ABIP work? 
 

* If all is well, the inspector files a 
compliance form with the WBA. WBA then 
issues the station a compliance certificate, 
good for 3 years. 
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How does ABIP work? 
 

* If the station is NOT in compliance by the 
end of 60 days, nothing happens. 
(No compliance certificate is issued, and the 
inspector doesn't snitch to the FCC.) 
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   If an FCC Field Agent visits a station and is 
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   If an FCC Field Agent visits a station and is 
shown an ABIP compliance certificate, the agent 
will wish the station a good day and leave. 

 
                               USUALLY. 
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Exceptions: 
 
* Interference 
* Other non-compliant operation reported to the 

FCC in a complaint 
 
(In these cases, the FCC can and will inspect, 

regardless of ABIP status.) 
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Recent violations 
(courtesy of The Broadcaster's Desktop Resource, https://www.thebdr.net) 

 
July 24, 2024: W234CZ/Chattanooga TN and 

W288DU/Canton MS failed to file a timely 
renewal application but continued operating. 
Both fined $6,500. 
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Recent violations 
(courtesy of The Broadcaster's Desktop Resource, https://www.thebdr.net) 

 
July 11, 2024: Eight educational TV stations in 

Mississippi failed to place quarterly 
issues/programs lists in their online public file, 
jeopardizing their license renewal. Fined $5,625 
and ordered to implement a compliance plan. 
(Licenses were renewed.) 
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Recent violations 
(courtesy of The Broadcaster's Desktop Resource, https://www.thebdr.net) 

 
July 9, 2024: Oregon Public TV stations 

KFTS/Klamath Falls and KSYS/Medford failed 
to place quarterly issues/program lists in their 
online public inspection file. Fined $16,500 and 
ordered to implement a compliance plan. 
(Licenses were renewed.) 
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Recent violations 
(courtesy of The Broadcaster's Desktop Resource, https://www.thebdr.net) 

 
June 18, 2024: An FCC field agent attmpted to inspect 

Florida LPFM station WJUP-LP/Jupiter, but the station was 
off the air, failed to make the station available for 
inspection, and the licensee's president was uncooperative 
and did not return the agent's follow-up calls. Fined 
$25,000, which if not paid within 30 days would be referred 
to the Department of Justice for enforcement. 
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Recent violations 
(courtesy of The Broadcaster's Desktop Resource, https://www.thebdr.net) 

 
May 9, 2024: KASA/Phoenix had applied for an 

STA to operate temporarily on a longwire 
antenna due to a property sale. But after 5 
years, they were still on the "temporary" antenna 
and never renewed the STA. Their license was 
canceled. 
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Recent violations 
(courtesy of The Broadcaster's Desktop Resource, https://www.thebdr.net) 

 
April 23, 2024: Noncommercial FM station 

WBAI/New York aired announcements to be 
considered commercial in nature and did not 
provide proper sponsorship identification. Fined 
$25,000 and ordered a compliance plan to be 
implemented. 
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ABIP Inspection Items 
 

* Station documents and authorizations 
  - Licenses 
  - Renewal postcard 
  - Chief Operator designation letter 
  - Most recent transmitter proof of 

performance 
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ABIP Inspection Items 
 

* Transmit antenna at licensed coordinates 
* Tower lighting, fencing, painting 
* Transmitter power determination 
* Remote control, calibration 
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ABIP Inspection Items 
 

* Emergency Alert System 
  - Monitoring the correct assigmments or 

sources according to the state EAS plan 
  - Logging tests sent and received 
  - Summary/review by Chief Operator (or 

designate) every week, with notes 
explaining missed tests 
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ABIP Inspection Items 
 
 
 

* Other items are specific to AM, FM, and 
TV stations 
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ABIP Inspection Items 
 

* Television-specific items 
 - ATSC pilot frequency 
 - PSIP tables 
 - Modulation eye pattern (or SNR or MER) 
 - CALM Act (commercial loudness) 

compliance 
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Typical Radio Station Inspection 
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Resources 
 

FCC online public inspection files: https://publicfiles.fcc.gov 
 

SBE Checklists: https://sbe.org - Resources tab - "Self-Inspection 
Guides" (members only) 
 

Current FCC Rules: https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-47/chapter-
I/subchapter-C/part-73 
 

FCC EAS Handbook download: 
https://www.fcc.gov/files/eashandbook0123pdf 
 

Wisconsin State EAS Plan: https://www.sbe24.org 
 
Broadcasters' Desktop Resource: https://www.thebdr.net 
 

Cavell Mertz FCC info: https://fccinfo.com 
 

RabbitEars television info: https://rabbitears.info 


